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Australian Muslims as Radicalised ‘Other’ and Their Experiences of
Social Exclusion

In the wake of the threat posed by the global phenomenon of Muslim radicalism the Australian
Government has taken various steps to address the threat. Fearing the potential growth of “home-
grown” extremism or Muslim radicalism, the Commonwealth has sought to counter the narrow-
minded Islamic ideology by sponsoring programs such as Building Community Resilience Grants
Program and Living Safe Together Grants Programme through its Attorney General’s Department.

Whilst the programs might have some positive impact on the society, its overall effect is
qguestionable. Australian population, every now and again, witness in the media arrests of Muslim
youths alleged of breaching the terrorism laws but there is no solid empirical evidence that illustrates
that the programs are making a positive impact at the coalface level and that Muslim radicalism is on
the decline.

This paper is an attempt to examine the nature of the Commonwealth’s Countering Violent
Extremism program. It claims that the program specifically indiscriminately targets Muslims and
argues that this results in the construction of Australian Muslims as radicalised ‘Other’ and enhances
their experiences of social exclusion. The inability of the internal mechanisms of the program to
clearly differentiate radicalised Muslims from ordinary Muslims leads to targeting all Muslims and
hence their social exclusion.




